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the Reformers and entered into correspondence
with the English king.
It was a group of such nobles who invited to
East Lothian the man with whom is associated
the conversion of John Knox. George Wishart
had fled from Scotland, in 1538, to escape
prosecution as a heretic. He studied in England,
consulted some of the principal Reformers on the
Continent, and returned to his native country as a
preacher of the new movement six or seven years
later. He soon made a reputation by his uncom-
promising denunciation of the Catholics, and at
the end of 1545 was asked to pursue his work in
East Lothian. John Knox was at the time acting
as tutor to three boys, and living in Longniddry
House, the property of one of the aristocrats who
had sent the invitation to Wishart. By what steps
he reached the conviction that he must break
away from that Church in which he had served
for twenty years remains unknown. He may
have pondered the Reformist doctrines before
Wishart arrived, but, more probably, the eloquent
preacher was the first to point the way to him.
For Wishart he had a high regard - " a man of
such graces," he writes, " as before him were
never heard within this realm, aye, and are rare
to find in any man."
Once he had decided to embrace the reformed
religion, Knox lost no time in playing a public
part. A papist had attempted to kill Wishart at